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               Have you noticed an increase in traffic on our roads or the number of men crowding Tropics on 

Friday night? It looks like great flocks of snowbirds are returning early this year. And that doesnõt  

include the ones who come down after the holidays. It will be nice to see old friends return.  

     Speaking of holidays, we have our annual Holiday Dinner coming up on December 28. This year we 

will be  dining at Galuppiõs (1103 N. Federal Hwy, Pompano Beach) It is located at the lovely Pompano 

Municipal Golf Course. We have had our big dinners there before, and we always had good food and a 

room of our own.  

     The highlight of our Holiday Dinner is the White Elephant Exchange. I will explain what that is in 

case youõve never been to one before. Every attendee brings a wrapped gift. When you enter you  will 

see a table for gifts. Someone will be stationed there to give you a poker chip for your gift.  

     During the dessert portion of the meal, a few gay elves will randomly distribute the gifts in     

exchange for the poker chips. Then, everyone at your table gets to open his gifts. If you donõt like 

yours, you can exchange it with someone else at your table.  

     Itõs a lot of fun and a great way to re- gift something someone once gave you. Or you can go out 

and find that perfect fun item you wouldnõt mind receiving yourself. Try to be creative. Only those  

attendees who bring a gift will be able to participate in the exchange.  

      Remember, drinks start at 5:00 pm and dinner at 6:00. If you are only coming for the dinner, 

please arrive 20 minutes before 6:00 pm so we can complete our order with the wait staff. If you are 

unable to attend, notify Richard Lefebvre (401 - 474 - 9242) or Eddie Green (954 - 557 - 5485 no later 

than 5 pm the day before the event. If the venue doesnõt charge us for uneaten meals, you will get a 

refund. Since this is a catered affair, there is a possibility that we will be charged for the number of 

people we guaranteed. So please make every effort to attend.  

     The form to return to attend this event is on Page 9. Please return it as soon as possible!  
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 Mr.  December 2016 by Doug Kent  

     In the 1950's Havana Cuba was filled with American tourists.  
Unbeknownst to many, it was in 1953 that our Mr. December 
(Mr. D) was born in Havana.  It was May 6th, 1953 to be exact.  It 
was a good life, his father was working in the tourism industry 
and doing well for his family.  After the Revolution, his father  
decided to leave the island and take his family to Miami, Florida.   
It was 1962 and Mr. D was nine years old and now living in a for-
eign country.  His father spoke English, but the rest of the family 
had to learn.  Mr. D attended several different schools and found 
it a bit difficult but managed to graduate high school in 1972.  He 
felt strange and different, although his family gave him all the 
support they could. Many of the kids in school bullied him.  
 
     After high school, Mr. D attended Miami Dade College, and he 
became an American citizen in 1973.   He graduated Miami Dade 
College in 1974 and immediately enrolled in Florida International 
University.  Working part and full time through out his education, 
he graduated with his Bachelors degree in 1978, with majors in 
art and history.  Thinking he would become a teacher, the best 
laid plans sometimes never work out.  He became a facility      
assistant upon graduation, and for the next 34 years supported 
members of the facility at F.I.U. with their academic projects.   
 
     ¢ƘŜ  ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ άŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ 
his Bachelors degree.  While in college, he began to read books, that were now available in the library, on         
famous persons who were coming out as being gay.  This new found freedom to express who he was, gave Mr. D 
the courage to explore his sexuality.  As he spent time reading in the library, he became aware of the third floor 
rest room and soon discovered that it was a very active place.   He began to discover gay bars in Miami, like the 
ά²ŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ ±LLLέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊǎ ²ŜǎǘέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳō aƛŀƳƛ ōŀǘƘΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ олϥǎ ŀƴŘ 
enjoyed this new found freedom.   
 
     Mr. D found additional freedom in writing for the local gay newspapers throughout most of his career.  He 
wrote interviews, news stories, and wrote a weekly Journal that was featured in several papers from 1980 
through today.  His writing thrust him into the lime light of the gay community and he became an activist for the 
Ǝŀȅ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ aƛŀƳƛΦ  ¢ƘŜ мфтт ά{ŀǾŜ hǳǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ !ƴƛǘŀ .Ǌȅŀƴǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŏŀǘŀƭȅǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
his activism.  It was in 1976 that our Mr. D entered his first long term relationship.  Stephen and he were           
together for 9 years.  After that relationship cooled, he met the love of his life, Michael,  and they have been    
together since 1985.   
 
     Mr. D enjoys the fine arts, enjoys reading, walking and music.  He has been involved with the Stonewall       
Library and served as the president from 1985-87. He is a member of the Dolphin Democrats, through which he 
continues his community activity.  He is also a Board member of the Etz Chaim Congregation that meets at the 
Pride Center.  You now have all the essential information, can you identify Mr. December?   
                                                                               (Answer on Page 5) 
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December Luncheon by Doug Kent 

     Our December 29, 2016 luncheon at 1pm will take 
place at one of Fort Lauderdaleõs most popular      
Oriental Restaurants.  P. F. Changõs, located at the   
Galleria Mall, 2418 East Sunrise Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida 33309 will host our last luncheon of the year 
in elegant style. You will surely want to be part of this 
event if you enjoy and appreciate Oriental cuisine.   

     It was in the early 1990's that restauranteur Paul 
Fleming discovered Mandarett, in Los Angeles,     
California. It quickly became his favorite place to 
dine.  He often wondered how restaurant owner Philip 
Chiang made only three ingredients taste so tantalizingly delicious? He often traveled back to 
L.A. on business but sometimes just to go to Mandarett to enjoy their famous lettuce wraps.  
He felt strongly that everyone who would experience the food at the Mandarett would surely 
enjoy it as he did.  Over time and with a handshake, they agreed to share the magic and P. F. 
Chang's was born.  

     Many guests don't realize that P. F. Chang's has a scratch kitchen and they wouldn't have 
it any other way! They hire chefs, not kitchen managers. Even the simplest tasks, like       
julienning carrots, are done with passion and precision to match the dish they will be paired 
with.  The pinches and folds in the dim sum must be perfect or they will not be served.  They 
look at Asia and see many opportunities to take their guests on a culinary journey and this 
will always be part of the menu at P. F. Chang's.   

     Book now, e-mail Doug Kent at dutchwood@att.net or call him at 305-495-2978 to be part 
of the December luncheon event.   

Fort Lauderdale Prime Timers Inc.  PO Box 100666,  Ft. Lauderdale FL 33310     ftlprimetimers@gmail.com    www.ftlprimetimers.org   © 2003   Page 3   

mailto:dutchwood@att.net
http://ftlprimetimers.org


 

 

            This morning's New York Times (10/29/16) had a big article on ªCalifornia's Camp Prep,« 

a private school in the hills above Santa Barbara where for $49,900 per school year        

children of the elite can prepare for college.  In addition to a rigorous academic program, 

this unique institution ªalso gives teenagers a lesson in wants, needs and the slippery 

continuum stretching between them.«  That's a fancy way of saying that the students 

enrolled, gathered wood, built a fire to heat water for their own showers, helped in the 

kitchen and cleaned up their own mess.  All of which is good experience that most kids 

now a days lack, but the real goal is admission to Harvard, Stanford or some other     

prestigious educational emporium.  

 I never suffered the horror of a rejection letter from Harvard.  I never applied.  

 College admission for me was not a case of w hich school do I want to go to?  I applied 

to several schools and was accepted, but, within our family's financial constraints I knew 

the only college I could attend would be Muhlenberg College  and only if I received a  

scholarship. The college at that time was a small Lutheran liberal arts institution for men 

and graduated 300 or so students per year.  It was within walking distance of my home 

and I could live at home.  A part time job would help me cover books and incidentals.  Had I 

fully realized my homosexual propensity at the time, I may never have made it to 

graduation but would have had a lot more fun and a different type of education.  

 Muhlenberg chose me, a choice for which I've always been grateful, and gave me a 

full tuition scholarship. The college prepared me for medical school and ultimately a        

career that contributed to the lives of many people.  But what the college gave me over 

and beyond the requisite credits and credentials for employment was the seed of         

independent thinking and the desire to evaluate the data before making a decision.  None 

of that was in course outlines.  It simply oozed through the environment of Muhlenberg, 

where questioning was encouraged.  

 And through experiences like   a history class with Dr. Swain, head of the History 

Department, or whatever it was termed 1947 -1951.  Dr. Swain casually noted in a lecture 

on the American Revolution that some historians thought the cause of death for George 

Washington was pneumonia, which he developed after jumping from the bedroom       

window of an adjacent plantation and running home through the snow to Mt. Vernon  

not Sans -a-Belt  but sans -a-pants.  

 For a seventeen year old raised in a conservative Christian family that was an     

unbelievable  concept bordering on treason.  But what if it were true? What if George 

Washington did more than sit erect on a horse and accept Cornwallis' sword in                

surrender?  What if he did more than stride into Independence Hall to repeat his oath of 

office as the only uncontested president ever?  What if George Washington had a sex 

life, was an adulterer  or told a lie?  What if he were human?  Unthinkable to me at        

seventeen.  But the what if stayed in my mind and began the process of weighing             

assertions and the facts they are based upon before drawing conclusions.  

 Now,  near the end of perhaps the most bizarre Presidential election in our history, 

when fact -checkers can't douse the ªpants on fire« allegations of the candidates fast 

enough   and many decades post -Muhlenberg, I still value the lessons I learned.  The 

world has changed, education has changed, I've changed.  Now, I simply hope George 

Washington had a good night at his neighbor's home, the local pub or wherever he was 

without his pants and preceding his fatal illness.  

Reflections on College Daze  
By John D. Siegfried  
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    Many members are confused by the new renewal 

process passed by your  Board of Directors. Because 

the membership has grown tremendously, it is     

unwieldy to have all members renew in July. 

Therefore, members will now renew in the month 

they were born.  

 

     Members will receive an annual renewal form 

with the proper fee in the month they were born 

from our membership chair, Stew Pepper. If you do 

not renew in that month, you will be dropped from 

the membership rolls.  

 

     If you do not receive the notice or are dropped 

incorrectly, please e -mail  Stew at  

StewartPepper1@comcast.net  

 

Mr. December 2016  

Jesse Monteagudo  
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             Island City Stage  
2304 N. Dixie Hwy., Wilton Manors 33305  

                  Presents  

Perfect Arrangement 
by Topher Payne 

 

Sunday, December 11, 2016  

5:00 P.M.  
      
   
  

This raucous satire is set in 1950s Washington, D.C., where a State Department official and his              
secretary -- both gay and both locked firmly in the closet -- have been tasked with ferreting out               
homosexuals in the department. To avoid detection, they've come up with what seems like the                

Perfect Arrangement: they've married each others' partners. But their sitcom-like situation                     
may come crashing down around them when an employee discovers their deception.  

 

Tickets: $25  
 
  

Send your check to Fort Lauderdale Prime Timers, Inc., P.O. Box 100666  
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33310 and write "Perfect Arrangement" on the memo line or 

pay online with a credit/debit card at ftlprimetimers.org.   
Act quickly as tickets will go fast!  
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International Culinary Institute Luncheon  
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